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INTERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY TRAINS ENTERING THE EAST BAY TERMINAL IN SAN FRANCISCO 
Top car 302 on an Alameda Lincoln Avenue local enters the 3-track portion just off 
of the bridge. Bottom car 339 on the rear end of a five-car Seventh Street train 
from Dutton Avenue. Photos by W. C. Whittaker 
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| “THE BIG RED CARS” 


The Interurban Electric Railway was the title under which 
the Southern Pacific operated its electric suburban service 
over the San Francisco-Oakland bay bridge for a little over 
two and one half years. The S.P. electric operations in 
Oakland, Alameda and Berkeley dated back to June 1, 1911 
when steam suburban service in Alameda was electrified to 
be followed shortly by electrification of the other steam 
lervices in the so-called East Bay Area. As originally set-up the electric trains 
connected with ferries at the Alameda and Oakland Piers that took passengers to San 
Francisco's famed Ferry Building. 

With the projected building of the San Francisco-Sakland bay bridge and the rapid 
ransit tracks on its lower deck the Southern Pacific formed*the Interurban Electric 
ilway on November 14, 1934 to take over operation of its electric suburban service 
with inauguration of service over the bridge. All of the stock consisting of 20000 
shares of $10.00 par value were retained by the Southern Pacific. 

The Interurtan Electric started operating the electric lines on December 1, 1938, 
nd began service over the bridge railway on January 15, 1939. The I.E, leased 

the facilities of the Southern Pacific for $50,000 per year and operated only pass- 
lenger service. The Southern Pacific retained all of the industrial switching which 
was steam operated. 

The service over the bridge railway was effected by making a junction just north 
of the Oakland, 16th Street, Depot with an elevated Y track over the S.P. main line, 
The Berkeley lines turned west at this point for a relatively fast trip to San Fran- 
cisco. The Seventh Street line was turned north just beyond Pine Street and routed 
over the former Berkeley tracks through the elevated 16th Street Depot to the bridge 
connections. The Alameda lines suffered rather than gained through the bridge 
railway shift. Dispite discussions of a tube under the Oakland Inner Harbor, the 
final plan was to operate the lines backwards to join the 7th Street line at Fruit- 
wale in a large U shaped route that doubled-back on itself. 

First schedules over the bridge were patterned after the old ferry-train schedules 
with twenty minute service during the day and forty minute headways in the evenings 
for the Oakland and Berkeley lines. Service on the Alameda lines, which had thirty 
minute headways during the ferry operation, was on a forty minute headway, but the 

two lines were staggered so that a twenty minute service was given to the area on 

the two closely parallel lines. 

Normal consist of trains on the 7th Street line during off-peak hours was two 
cars, but the other lines used only one car on off-peak. Hold-over operating rules 
rom Southern Pacific steam operation required a motorman, conductor and flagman on 
all trains including the one-car operation, During the peak hours the 7th Street 
trains over the bridge consisted of from two to seven cars; Shattuck Avenue line from 
two to six; the Alameda line from two to five; and Ninth Street from one to four. 


Prior to inauguration of service over the bridge the electric trains handled both 
mil and express in combination and baggage cars. Cars 700 and 701, the baggage 
cars, were the only cars equipped with standard couplers and were used for switching 
at West Alameda under the I.E.R.. The 700 was also used to carry brake shoes and 
other material to the Bridge Yard. It moved in this service in a shop train (a 
train of cars moving to or from the shéps for repairs or overhaul) as a trailer using 
an adapter coupler. 

The Bridge Yard was located on the fill just east of the bridge and was the main 
yard of the Interurban Electric. Other yards were at Berryman, Melrose, Fruitvale 
and West Alameda, but only West Alameda had sufficient capacity for peak movements, 
During the peaks it was necessary to deadhead cars to and from the Bridge Yard for 
all except the Alameda lines. 

Major repair and overhaul work was doneon the electric cars at the West Alameda 
omg The early diesel-electric switchers and the "City of San Francisco" were 
palso serviced at these shops during the IER's short life. 

The IL.E.R. generated its own power at the Fruitvale power house to supply the 
trains in the East Bay, but power for operations on the bridge itself was purchased 
from the Pacific Gas & Electric. When built, the power house at Fruitvale consisted 
of two 5500 kw. turbo-generator units operating three-phase and at a frequency of 25 






“THE BIG RED CARS’’ 
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INTERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY TRAINS ON THE 7TH STREET-SAN LEANDRO LINE 
Top: Car 376 at Dutton Avenue, San Leandro, on a two-car local. 
Middle: A three-car train leaving Melrose Station headed for San Francisco 
Bottom: Car 301 on a two-car local at Dutton Avenue, San Leandro. 
-- photos by W. C. Whittaker 
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“THE BIG RED CARS” OF IER 
SERVE SAN FRANCISCO & OAKLAND, 
BERKELEY, ALAMEDA, ALBANY, 
EMERYVILLE, SAN LEANDRO 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 


for trans-bay travelers 


Fare. 21¢ one way, 42¢ round trip. Monthly commuta- 
tion ticket $6.50. 


Service. Fast, frequent service to and from San Fran- 
cisco on all lines. Express service during morning and 
evening rush hours. 

San Francisco-Ookiand Ter 
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INTERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY TRAINS ON THE SHATTUCK AVENUE LINE IN BERKELEY 

Top: car 344 heading a train westbound over the only street underpass on the systes 
Middle: car 380 on the rear of an eastbound train entering the Northbrae tunnel. 
Bottom: car 381 on the rear of an eastbound five car rush-hour train in North Berk- 
eley.---- photos by W. C. Whittaker 
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WERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY 


cles. Power thus generated was transmitted to two outlying substations at 13,200 
silts. A third substation was located located in the power house. This substation 
sontained one 2500 kw. motor-generator set, and three 1500 kw. two-unit rotary con- 
rter sets. The equipment at the West Oakland substation, situated at the land 
nd of the Oakland Mole, consisted of four 1500 kw. two-unit rotary converter sets. 
Me third substation, in Berkeley, was similar. 

As it was planned that some 17,000 people were to be handled in one direction 
inor out of the San Francisco terminal in a 20-minute period at peak hours, the 
signal system was designed to operate 10-car trains at a running speed of 35 miles 
hour and a 63.5 seconds headway. The General Railway Signal Company's "NX* 
electric interlocking system was used at both ends of the bridge. The usual hand- 
lever interlocking would be unable to take car of the traffic expected due to the 
rapidity with which changes would have had to be made. The "NX" system allows the 
toverman to line-up routes for a train by simply pushing one button on a diagram 
representing the entrance of a route, and then pushing a second button representing 
the exit of the route. Athough the wayside signal equipment was furnished by the 
Railway Signal Company, the train control and cab apparatus on the I.E.R. 
cars were furnished by the Union Switch and Signal Company. 

From 26th Street Junction westward the I.E.R. trains were under automatic cab 
sigmals. When operating in this traih control territory the engineer received a 

issive speed indication of 11, 17, 25 or 35 miles per hour, depending on the 
traffic ahead. When the train speed equalled the cab signal indication a white 
light appeared. If the train exceeded by 14 miles or more the permitted speed, a 
speed warning whistle sounded; and if the engineer did not shat off the power and 
ly the brakes to reduce the speed within 24 seconds after the whistle sounded 
the power would be shut off automatically and the brakes applied in emergency. On 
leaving train control territory an "NS" indication appeared on the indicator show- 
ing that the train is operating in non-automatic signal territory. On the rest 
of the line block signals were used. 
All of the Interurban Electric crews were furnished by the Western Division of 
Southern Pacific and held seniority rights on that division. The wage scale was 
same as steam train operation and as indicated above certain steam railroad pract- 
ces as to size of crews were required by the Union contract. The Key System which 
operated over the bridge railway at the time was operating under a street railway 
tract and a two-man crew on single unit articulated cars. 
In 1920 at the peak of service on the S.P. electric lines some 22 million passeng- 
res were carried annually. By 1936 due to the coming of the auto ferries and the 
mment of various lines the total had dropped to 14 million passengers per year. 
ith the opening of the bridge to auto traffic in 1936 the number of passengers dropped 
fo 12 million in 1937, 11 million in 1938 and 9.9 million in 1939. 


In Hecember, 1939 the Interurban Electric and the Key System applied for per- 
nission to put into effect new schedules which were a drastic reduction in ser- 
vice. The Interurban Electric claimed a loss of a million dollars a year and 
the Key System a loss of some $250,000. After many hearings the new schedules 
vere approved to go into effect February 26, 1940. On the day the new sched- 
ules went into effect the Interurban Electric filed an application with the State 
Utilities Commission to abandon service all together. The Key System in turn 
applied for permission to furnish a substitute service. 

Following hearings at which the Governor and the Toll Bridge Authority 

Opposed the application (but took no steps to take over the service themselves) 
the Commission granted the Interurban Electric permission to abandon train ser- 
vice as soon as substitute service had been provided. 

_ The Key System proposed in November, 1940 to substitute busses for the Alameda 
line operating under the Inner Harbor in the Posey Tube without the extra mileage 
of the I.E.R. loop. On January 18, 1941 the trains on the Alameda lines ceased 
|peratiohs and the Key System busses took over. 


To replace the 7th Street line the Key System proposed to extend its A line 

over East 14th Street to 105th Avenue. The Key at first asked to use 30 of the 

IR cars for rush hour service, but then withdrew its request. On March 22, 1941 
the 7th Street traihs ceased operation and the Key System started service to 105th 
Avenue. Meanwhile the Southern Pacific abandoned its tracks from Melrose Station 
to Havenscourt and deeded them to the City of Oakland. The tracks were then made 
available to the Key System which made a track connection at East 14th Street for 

trains to Havenscourt. Key System service to Havenscourt commenced April 4, 1941 
at which time service on outer East 14th Street to 105th Avenue ceased. 
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INTERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY TRAINS ON THE ALAMEDA LINES 
Top: Car 300 on the Encinal Avenue line headed for San Francisco 
Middle: Car 303 on the head of a three-car Neptune Beach Special on the Encinal 
Avenue line. 
Bottom: Car 361 on the Lincoln Avenue line headed for San Francisco. 
-- photos by W. C. Whittaker 
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This issue covering the locomotive develop- 
ment of the SOUTHERN PACIFIC is the first 
of a series of reprints devoted to Western 
Railroads as they originally appeared in the 
famous ; 


BALDWIN LOCOMOTIVE MAGAZINE 
24 Pages—30 Illustrations 
Single Copies—$1.00 Postpaid 


Spring 1956 issue to feature a complete his- 
tory of the Southern Pacific 5000 class loco- 
motive and a comprehensive history of the 
Honolulu Rapid Transit. Many pictures, rosters 
and maps. 
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Western Railroad Fan. Only $1.00 for 10 issues. 
Write to: 


The Western Railroader 


P. O. BOX 668 e SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 








Journal 

















INTERURBAP 











Service 
to connect 
1941 the 12 
Shattuck Av 
busses anc 
line by a 
central rij 
tracks on § 
Avenue on) 
for operat: 
The same pi 
to the Key 
RAILWAY JOURNAL |. 
tunnel, 
This s 
Unions wer 
Fall 1955 issue, 24 pages, Trains size, in color, linotyped for easy the TER to 
reading. Features Fresno traction, Santa Fe “Death Valley Scotty” no ea 
speed. run story with unpublished pictures and locomotive roster. ‘ 
Spectacular Colorado steam pictures by R. H. Kindig. Fp en 
Single copies $1.00 postpaid eons 
almost im 
. A bt for tl 
Back Issues Available While They Last: aut 
Tth the K 
#1 Pacific Electric 1000 #5 Picture chronicle of in service 
class wood interur- Santa Fe and Union wins | 
to be. 
BOE Ui. Sleek 50c Pattic stihes ‘work- 
# 2 Southern Pacific nar- ing Cajon Pass ..... 50c ; ring 
treet lit 
row gauge ........ 50c 3 el cars al 
+f: . Br 
#4 Pacific Electrice— #6 Santa Maria Valley ose 
Mount Lowe electric Railroad — complete , 
and incline railway. hist d The | 
Complete history, ay “map an Msific | 
roster, maps and roster with many = 
NON. ac e's ae bat 75¢ TOS oF. obo a cs 50c land, Yr 
City for 
Pacific Railway J L foe 
acizric ai ay vourna wit 
also had 
2304 Melville Drive + San Marino 9, California tolls fr 
wages ar 
Coming features: Complete history of Honolulu Rapid Transit, ear of 
Great Northern Railway “Cascade Electrification” and Angels pag 
Flight Cable Railway of Los Angeles. All will feature complete pa 
history, maps, roster and many pictures. Bast Bay 
CREDITS: 





of the C 
wider th 








Oc 


sit, 
ols 
ete 





svsesenerg) 





INTERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY 


Service to Berkeley required the laying of track along the IER right of way 
to connect the Key F line with streetcar tracks on Shattuck Avenue. On July 25, 
1941 the last Interurban Electric train operated with the abandonment of the 
Shattuck Avenue and 9th Street lines. The Ninth Street line was replaced by 
busses and the Shattuck Avenue line was replaced by an extension of the Key F 
line by a single track connection from Alcatraz to Shattuck Avenue on the IER 
central right of way on Adeline Street to connect with Key System street car 
tracks on Shattuck Avenue. The Key System operated via this route to University 
Avenue only until August 6th when a track connection was effected near Ward Street 
for operation over the former IER tracks on Shattuck Avenue to Hopkins Street. 
The same process of "abandonment to the City" was undertaken to transfer the tracks 
to the Key System. Later the City of Berkeley persuaded the S.P. and the Key 
System to donate further trackage and extend the F line through the Northbrae 
tunnel. 
This shifting of service was complicated in part by the fact that the Railway 
Unions were none too happy about the shift from the highly paid, 3-man crews on 
the IER to the lower scale, 2-man crews and 1-man busses of the Key System. Thus 
the alternatives of using the Southern Pacific trackage were not available without 
the “abandonment to the City" of trackage not required for industrial switching. 


The Interurban Electric put its cars into storage as progressive abandonments 
took place. Some 52 cars were turned back to the Toll Bridge Authority and stored 
in the Bridge Railway yards. The S.P. stored many of its cars on a little-used 
branch line at Halvern in southern Alameda county. The two baggage motors went 
almost immediately to the Pacific Electric with IER 700-701 becoming PE 1465-1466, 
but for the passenger cars it was “dead storage". 

All this was completed just four months before "Pearl Harbor", After December 
Tth the Key System was operating at capacity with all 88 of its articulated units 
in service with some consideration given to equipping streetcars for interurban ser- 
vice, Maybe the IER cars could have been returned to service, but this was not 
to be. 


During World War II some of the "abandoned" trackage was put into use. The 9th 
Street line in Berkeley became a part of the Shipyard Railway over which former N.Y. 
el cars and Key units were operated. The 7th Street trackage in Oakland west of 
Broadway was used by Key System streetcars to reach the shipyards. Both operations 
ceased shortly after the end of the war. 


The "Big Red Cars" soon were scattered all over the country. Many went to the 
Pacific Electric and carried"United States Maritime Commission"on the letter boards 
until the P.E. finally purchased them. Some went to the Santa Fe for operation as 
trailers in a ten-car train between Los Angeles and San Diego. Some when to Port- 
land, Yregon, for a steam-hauled service to a shipyard. Some went to Salt Lake 
City for operation as trailers on the Bamberger Electric to Ogden Arsenal. Other 
cars were reported as far east as Maryland. 


With the opening of the Bay Bridge the "Bay Area" had Rapid Transit, but it 
also had its albatrosses---The Toll Bridge Authority that successively cut auto 
tolls from 65¢ to 25¢; Unions that insisted on higher than prevailing transit 
wages and 3-man crews; Southern Pacific management that "gave-up" after only one 
= of operation; divided responsibility and service between the Interurban 
Electric and the Key System.....and above all a lack of leadership on the part 
of public officials and a failure to provide public assistance and planning to 
improve the operation of train service on the streets and rights of way in the 









East Bay. 





CREDITS: All of the information prior to abandonment is taken from "A History 
And Roster of the Interurban Electric Railway" compiled by Ray 

lulveson which appeared in mimeograph form in Volume 4, Number 6 of "The Bulletin" 

of the California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society, Inc., in October, 1940, 

ier the editorship of Paul Darrell, Used with permission of the C-NRHS. 
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INTERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY TRAINS ON THE BERKELEY LINES 


Top: Car 305 on the Ninth Street Line at Thousand Oaks in North Berke ley 
Middle: A four car train on the Shattuck Avenue line. 


Bottom: Car 362 on the Shattuck Avenue line at Thousand Oaks in North Berkeley. 
-- Photos by W. C. Whittaker 
The Western Railroader @ Page Twelve 
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INTERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY 


type of car class series units seats 
Straight Motor Coach 58-EMC-1 331 to 335 5 116 
337 to 339 3 116 
350 to 351 2 116 
Straight Motor Coach 58-EMC-2 340 to 349 10 111 
Straight Motor Coach 58-EMC-4 378 to 387 10 116 converted from trailers 
Partitioned Motor Coach58-EMC-1 300 to 330 31 116 
368 to 377 10 116 
Partition Motor Coach 58-EMC-1 352 to 361 10 116 converted from combination 
Partition Motor Coach 58-EMC-3 362 to 367 6 108 
Combination Motor S8EMCB-1 600 to 603 4 88 
Combination Motor S8EMCB-2 625 to 628 4 83 
Operating Trailers 58-ECTC-1 440 to 444 5 116 
446 to 455 10 116 
Won-Operating Trailers 58-ETC-1 400 to 434 35 116 
Baggage Motors 58-EMB-1 700 to 701 2 --- 


type car builder trucks by built in service Original (SP) numbers 
58-EMC-1 A.C.F. Baldwin 1911 1911 300-339 
58-EMC-2 Pullman Baldwin 1913 1914 340-349 
58-EMC-3 St Louis St Louis 1924 1926 362-367 
| 58-EMCB-1 A.C.F. Baldwin 1911 1911-12 600-624 
/58-EMCB-2 Pullman Baldwin 1913 1914 625-628 
/58-ETC-1 A.C.F. Baldwin 1911 1911-12 400-437 
58-ECTC-1 A.C.F. Baldwin 1911 1911-12 438-459 
58-EMB-1 Pullman Baldwin 1913 1913 700-701 
45-ES-1 Pullman Baldwin 1912 1913 800-811 (Never IER) 


Numbers 800 to 811 were center entrance streetcars seating 54 passengers. They 
were sold to the Key System in August, 1930. 


Conversions and number changes: 459 to 350; 439 to 351; 608-616 inc. to 353-361 
inc,; 604, 605, 617-624 inc. to 368-377 inc.; 435,’436, 437, 445, 438, 456-458 inc. 
to 378-385 inc. (for bridge service); 336 to 460 to 386; 607 to 461 to 387. 


Cars transferred to Toll Bridge Authority to pay for installation of automatic cab 
signal equipment: 300-312, 352-367, 376-377, 387, 600-603, 400-414, 416, 418-419, 
421-424, Totals 58 cars I.E.R. owned 89 cars for a toal of 147 in operation. 


All cars equipped with two-passenger seats on one side and three-passenger 
seats on the other. Seats are of rattan, Heaters were installed in cars in 
1930. Originally the motors and operating trailers had rectangular windows like 
the ordinary trailers, but round front windows were later installed. Hand-operat- 
ed gates were used, though for bridge service they were enlarged to cover the 
» entire door opening. The cars were geared for a top speed of 42.5 miles per 
hour with a 35 mile per hour limit on the bridge. 


During World War II the U.S. Maritime Commission sent 61 I.E.R. cars to Southern 
California for operation on the Pacific Electric. They were 313-335, 337-351, 368- 
375, 378-386, 433, 434, 625-628. All later were purchased by the P.E. except 313, 


315, 316, 320, 324, 325 and 326, which were de-motorized and went to the Union Pac- 
ific for steam operation between Los Angeles and Riverside, and the 433 and 434 which 
vent to Bremerton (Wash.) Navy Yard and Camp Lejeune, N.C.. The cars used on the 
UP, were later purchased by the P.E, for "parts" and the 313, 315, 325 and 326 were 
put pack into service. 
é Twenty trailers which the U.S. Maritime Commission acquired at the same time were 
sa to Portland, Oregon, and were used behind SP&S steam power to the Kiaser 
. Among these were the 417, 420, 425, 427, 430, 440, 444, 447, 448, 449, 
: ’ » 454, 455. When this service ceased it was reported that some of these 
ars went to Southern California for operation on the Union Pacific and Santa Fe. 
~ on Ogden Arsenal acquired five cars for operation over the Banberger Electric 

alt Lake City including a combination car and four ex-motors of which only the 
» 38 is identified, 


The Aberdeen (Maryland i i i 
hig peat a8 yland) Proving Grounds got three cars which were said to be the 
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INTERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY "EQUIPMENT SHOTS" 

Top: Baggage-Express motor 700 at Oakland Pier just before the bridge opening. 
Middle: Car 352 posed alongside the Electric Shops in West Alameda 

Bottom: Combination car 627 in the Bridge yards. 
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INTERURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY ELECTRIC SUBURBAN CAR 





Formerly used on the Oakland suburban lines of the South- 
ern Pacific Railroad, many are still in use on the Pacific 
Electric Railway by the Metropolitan Coach Lines, Inc. 
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Length over end sills 58' 6-1/2" Height top of rail to top of 
Length over buffer channels 71' 0-1/2" platform 
Length over platfors coupled 72' 4-1/2" Height top of rail to outside 
Distance center of bolster to of roof sheet 

line of end sill 6' gr Height top of rail to top of 
Wheelbase of truck 7 or ventilators 13' 8" 
Wheelbase of car 52' 0-1/2" Height (normal) top of rail 


Width over side sills, and to trolley wire 22' o" 
side plates 10' 4" Center to center window posts Cars 
Width overall at eaves 10' 5-7/8" and seat spacing 2' 4-3/4" originally 
Width over handholds (overall)10' 10" Electrical equipment GE-207-A 600-1200 had square 
Height top of rail to under- volt 4 motors 140 hp each, M.U. cont- end windows 
side of side sill ' gea/an rotel, Sprague system GE Type M. 


4' 4-3/16" 


13' 0-1/2" 
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Drawn by Paul Moore, Adrian, Michigan 











SOUTHERN PACIFIC SCHEDULE CHANGES SUSPENDED 





Three proposed changes in schedule slated to go into effect April 29th were 
suspended by the State Utilities Commission pending hearings after protests were 
filed. The changes were as follows: 

Abandonment of the "Gerber Locals" Trains 201 and 201 up the East Side of the 
Sacramento Valley which the company says now averages only 14 passengers daily, 

Abandonment of the "El Dorado" local-express trains between Sacramento and San 
Francisco in favor of two coaches at the rear of the "City of San Francisco" on 
a difference schedule. 

Abandonment of the "Starlight" between San Francisco and Los Angeles in favor 
of two coaches on the now all-pullman "Lark". 


PACIFIC LUMBER COMPANY DIESELS NOW IN SERVICE 





Pacific Lumber Company diesel-electric engine 101 and 102 are now in service 
and another is reported on order. They are 80-ton, 940 h.p., General Electric 
engines, 

Steam engines 27 and 30, both 2-6-2's, have been sold to the Learner Company 
for scrapping. Engine 35, 2-8-2, is have the drivers turned and other repairs, 
The 35 and the 29, 2-6-2, will be kept as stand-by. There have been no plans 
announced for the 37, 2-8-2T. Engine 37, climax, was sold to Bert Rudolph of 
Willits, California. The former Dolbeer & Carson heisler, #9, is in storage in 
the engine house at Sootia, 


SHASTA AREA NEWS The 25, 2-6-2, is the sole remaining steam power on the 
McCloud River Railroad. The engine house at McCloud is 
being dismantled. Yreka Western engines 18 and 19, both ex-McCloud 2-8-2's, 

a in service. Yreka Western 7, ex-State Belt 0-6-0, was being scrapped at 
Yreka March 28. The Yreka Western 8, another ex-State Belt 0-6-0 was scrapped 
by Purdy at South San Francisco, The Glimax locomotive of the Fruit Growers 
Suppy at Hilts has been donated to the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 
and is now at the Los Angeles County Fair grounds at Pomona. The Fruit Growers 
has retained its Shay #4 as the mill switcher at Hilts. Medford Corporation 
still has a steam engine, #3, 2-8-2, in storage in their engine house at Medford, 
Oregon, -- Warren J. Behler 





KEY SYSTEM HEARINGS CONTINUED TO MAY 16TH 





Hearings on the Key System's plea to abandon the bridge railway and/or raise 
train and bus fares opened April 25th to company pleas to abandon the bridge trains 
or raise train fares 5g higher than bus fares. The following day the public had 
its say with the Key being accused"of adopting a penny-pinching, public~be-dammed 
attitude." Earlier the Oakland City Council had gone on record in favor of 
a shuttle bus-train system with trains being retained on the bridge itself, 

On April 10 the first steps were taken under a Legislative Act to form an East 
Bay Transit District. The committee of city officials met to draw a resolution 
calling for an election to set up a district to buy the Key System or start a new 
transit system of its own. 


SAN FRANCISCO MUNICIPAL RAILWAY TO LEASE 61 NEW PCC CARS 





The Public Utilities Commission has given tentative approval to the plans of the 
Municipal Railway to lease 61 new one-man PCC streetcars for the K, L, M, N and J 
lines. The St Louis Car Company would build and lease the cars to the City ona 
10-year term for $250,000 per year---about $42,000 per car. After ten years the 
city would continue leasing the cars at a nominal cost. The city would pay inter- 
est of 4% on the unpaid balance during the 10-year period. The plan is subject 
to the ratification by the Board of Supervisors. 


GREAT NORTHERN DONATES CONSOLIDATION 1147 to CITY OF WENATCHEE 





The Great Northern has donated consolidation 1147 to the City of Wenatchee, 
Washington, for exhibit in the city park. Delivery is expected somtime in June. 
Another consolidation 1246 was donated by the Great Northern to Seattle's Wood- 
land Park and is now on display. 


The Western Railroader @ Page Sixteen 





TRAVELTOWN 


By 


pped 
ers 
ety 
‘Owers 
tion 
dford, 


ns of the 
and J 
y ona 
rs the 
y inter- 
ubject 


The Western Railroader 


‘“‘For the Western Railfan” 





